
 

Topic: Pre-Historic Britain 
 

Term: Spring  
 

WOW Moment:  
Trip to the Eco Centre 

Additional creative hooks for the children: 
Dress up as a Stone Age person 

Stone Age day – Carousel of activities. Hand printing, cave paintings, axe making, food tasting. At the beginning of the second half term.  
Whole class text:  
Ug, The Snowman, Fungus the Bogeyman by Raymond Briggs 
 
A Pebble in my Pocket by Meredith Hooper 
 
Stig of the Dump by Clive King. 

Parental Involvement Opportunities: 
 Ask parents for help with bringing in shoe boxes for the soil-less dig.  

English 
Myths 

Poetry (language play) 

Explanations 

Authors and letters 

Dialogue & plays 

Story writing 

Write a prequel to Stig of the Dump, explaining where Stig came from. 

Recount 

Write a recount in the day of the life of someone from the Iron age living in a 

hill fort.  

. 

Non-Chronological report 

Stonehenge – write a tourist leaflet of information on Stonehenge.  

Objectives 
Spellings 
Uses a range of prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them 

correctly 

Spells correctly a range of homophones 

Places the possessive apostrophe accurately 

Reads and writes some y3/y4 common exception words correctly 

Consistently spell correctly words taught in KS1 

Uses the first two or three letters of a word to check spellings in a dictionary 

Can write sentences the teacher says, spelling words I have been taught 

correctly and including the correct punctuation 

 

Handwriting 
Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 



 

Play Scripts 

Watch ‘The Croods’ and write a play script for a particular scene. This links to 

The Stone Age.   

 

Understands which letters are best left unjoined when next to each other 

Has increasingly legible and consistent quality handwriting 

Composition 
Plan their writing 

Discuss writing similar to what they are planning to write to help with structure, 

vocabulary and grammar 

Draft and write by composing and rehearsing sentences orally, building up to a 

varied vocabulary 

Uses an increasing range of sentence structure 

Organises paragraphs around a theme 

Creates settings, plots and characters in narrative and uses organisational 

devices in non-fiction 

Proof reads own and others work, suggesting and making improvements 

Vocab, grammar, punctuation 
Extends the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 

range of conjunctions 

Uses the present perfect form of verbs 

Chooses nouns or pronouns for clarity and cohesion 

Uses some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 

Uses some fronted adverbials remembering to use commas after them 

Shows possession by using the possessive apostrophe 

Uses and punctuates direct speech 
 

Reading 
 
Ug, The Snowman, Fungus the Bogeyman by Raymond Briggs 
 
A Pebble in my Pocket by Meredith Hooper 
 
Stig of the Dump by Clive King. 
 

Word Reading 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 

(etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both 

to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they 

meet  

 read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

 

Comprehension 



 develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what 

they read by:  

- listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  

- reading books that are structured in different ways and reading 

for a range of purposes  

- using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they 

have read  

- increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some 

of these orally 

- identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

- preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, 

showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and 

action  

- discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 

and imagination  

- recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free 

verse, narrative poetry]  

 understand what they read, in books they can read independently, 

by:  

- checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their 

understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context  

-  asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  

- drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence  

- predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  



- identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 

and summarising these  

- identifying how language, structure, and presentation 

contribute to meaning  

 retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

 participate in discussion about both books that are read to them 

and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening 

to what others say. 

Mathematics - Stand alone 
Number: Multiplication & Division 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measurement: Money 

 

 

Statistics 

 

 

 

Measurement: Length and Perimeter 

 

 

 

Number: Fractions 

 
 

 

Objectives 
Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication 

tables 

Write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division 

using the multiplication tables they know, including for two-digit numbers times 

one-digit numbers, using mental and progressing to formal written methods 

Solve problems, including missing number problems, involving multiplication and 

division, including positive integer scaling problems and correspondence 

problems in which n objects are connected to m objects 

 

Add and subtract amounts of money to give change, using both £ and p in 

practical contexts 

 

Interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables 

Solve one-step and two-step questions and using information presented in scaled 

bar charts and pictograms and tables 

 

Measure, compare, add and subtract lengths (m/cm/mm); mass (kg/g); 

volume/capacity (l/ml) 

Measure the perimeter of simple 2D shapes 

 

Count up and down in tenths; recognise that tenths arise from dividing an object 

into 10 equal parts and in dividing one-digit numbers or quantities by 10 

Recognise and use fractions as numbers; unit fractions and non-unit fractions 

with small denominators 



 

 

 

 

Iron age brooches – Symmetry  

Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of objects; unit fractions 

and non-unit fractions with small denominators 

Solve problems that involve all of the above 

 
 

Science 
Plants 

Stone Age people developed from a way of life of being hunter gathers 

to starting a new way of life into actually becoming farmers . They had to 

experiment with a range of seeds. A great opportunity to look at plant growth 

and soils. What are the best conditions to grow plants for food? What plants 

can be classified as root crops, cereals etc? Which parts of the plants are used 

as food sources? Which soil type allows the seeds to germinate most 

successfully? Which plants did hunters use in pre-historic Britain? What did 

they make from different plants?  

 

 

 

 

 

Rocks and Fossils 

Fossil hunters 

Look at how hunters would use rocks to create weapons and tools in order to 

survive. 

Using a variety of rocks compare and contrast which rock types would be the 

best for making tool heads for farming or for hunting? 

Which rock would be most suitable for grinding flour?  

They also used rocks for an important part of their lives -that of creating fire. 

Which rock would be best for creating fire? How would they test this?  

Links to designing and making their own weapon. Stone Age day.  

Objectives 
Identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering plants: 

roots, stem/trunk, leaves and flowers 

 

Explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, water, 

nutrients from soil, and room to grow) and how they vary from plant to plant 

 

Investigate the way in which water is transported within plants 

 

Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, including 

pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal 
 
 

 

 

 

Compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their 

appearance and simple physical properties 

 

Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are 

trapped within rock 

 

Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter 

Art 
Chn understand how art was used to record life in the Stone Age. Chn can 

create cave paintings and hand prints using crayons and brusho.  

Objectives 
Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and 

revisit ideas 



Clay tiles: Using a small piece of clay and use modelling tools (or a sharp twig 

collected from outside) to carve the drawing. 

Stick paper to the underside of the pupil’s tables or desks and let pupils sit 

underneath the tables (as if in a cave). Use chalks to draw the designs onto the 

paper. 

Paint the designs onto course sandpaper, which replicates the rough surface of 

a cave. Use browns, oranges, yellows and blacks and apply the paint using 

fingers. 

Look at iron age art and brooch designs. Design their own brooches on card 

based on the designs they have seen.  

 

 

Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including painting and clay 

 
 

 

DT 
Make a reconstruction of Stonehenge using biscuits or cheese puffs. 

Learn about the amazing development of food and cooking from the Stone Age 

to the Iron Age. Find out what kinds of animals hunters killed in the Palaeolithic 

and Mesolithic ages, what plants they gathered, and make a prehistoric stew. 

Look at daily tasks - Weave with wool. Design a bag/purse. Use annotated 

sketches and prototypes to explain ideas.  

Evaluate existing products and improve own work.  

 

 Objectives 
Cooking and Nutrition: understand seasonality, and know where and how a 

variety of ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processes 
 

 

History 
What kinds of sources tell us about the Stone Age? Look at the jobs of an 

archaeologists do and why are they so valuable in helping us find out about 

history? Chn can mind map what they know.  Research archaeologists. Set up a 

soil-less dig in the classroom 

 Use square boxes wherever possible.  

 Pretend they are test-pits that go into 

the ground under the classroom.  

 Fill them with polystyrene pieces which 

will represent soil (or scrunched up balls 

of paper if that's easier).  

 Put a replica object in the bottom of each 

and give children spoons to clear out the 

'soil' into buckets. 

 

Objectives 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 
 



What does prehistory mean? Chn create a timeline that can be referred to 

throughout the topic.  

Neolithic Farmers. What was life like at Skara Brae? 

To know how the Bronze Age was different to the Stone Age. To explain how 

the smelting process was used to make bronze. Use pieces of stone and bronze 

objects. Chn imagine that they are metalworkers and act out each part.  
Music 
Charanga 

Chn can make replica musical instruments; take part in an improvised 

performance using the musical instruments. Look at the carnyx horn iron age, 

Neolithic chalk drums, bronze age horn.  

Objectives 
Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. Improvise and 

compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

 

 

 

 

Computing 
Coding  

Touch-Typing 

Email 

 
Wrap around - To research the history of Skara Brae. Find out about the way 

people lived in the Neolithic period. 

 
 

Objectives 
Use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and 

various forms of input and output 

Design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including 

controlling or simulating physical systems; solve problems by decomposing them 

into smaller parts 

Use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and to detect 

and correct errors in algorithms and programs 

Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 

acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns 

about content and contact 

 

 

PE: - Stand alone 
Multi Skills and Rounders 

Tennis and Multi Skills 

Objectives 
Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination 

 

Play competitive games, modified where appropriate 

 

R.E.- Stand alone follow Come and See programme 
Journeys 



Listening & Sharing 

Giving all 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
P4C 
Do you think beliefs can be expressed through art? 
End of topic celebration 
Phase Learning Festival: Have a year group celebration in the hall to share the children’s artistic creations.  

Trip to The Eco Centre 
 


