
 

Topic: Africa 
 

Term: Autumn 

WOW Moment:  
Bring a small bag of items that you would need to take if you were to visit a country in Africa. Set classrooms up like a plane and give each child a ticket. 
Children to share what they have brought in and reasons why. (Maybe look at key features of different countries in Africa – one in each class with 
different activities in each room. 
African drumming workshops 
 

Additional creative hooks for the children: 
Knowsley Safari Park – learn more about animals that live in different parts of Africa.  
 

Whole class text:  
 
The Leopard’s Drum by Jessica Souhami 
 
Anna Hibiscus by Atinuke. 
 

Parental Involvement Opportunities: 
Make a musical instrument at home.  
  

English 
Labelling maps of continents and oceans 
I wish I was poem – Poetry/descriptive language 
Animal fact files 
Diary Entry – Day in the life of an African child. 
Madagascar animal escape story – Write their own version of animals 
escaping. 
Charlie the chick – Write a story with a familiar setting 
1st person recount of real life experience 
Instructional writing linked to art  

Objectives (ongoing) 
Spellings 
Segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by 
graphemes, Spelling many correctly 
Learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings 
are already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a 
few common homophones 
Learning to spell common exception words 
Learning to spell more words with contracted forms 
learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl's book] 



distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones 
 
Handwriting 
Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 
Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join 
letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are 
best left unjoined 
Case letters write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation 
and relationship to one another and to lower 
use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters 
Composition 
Write a simple, coherent narrative about their own and others’ experiences 
(real and fictional) 
Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly 
 
Vocab, grammar, punctuation 
Learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly, including 
full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for 
lists and apostrophes for contracted forms and the possessive (singular) 
sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, 
command 
expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue 
butterfly] 
The present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the 
progressive form 
Subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and co-ordination (using 
or, and, or but) 
The grammar for year 2 in English Appendix 2 
some features of written Standard English 
Use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in 
discussing their writing 
 

Reading Word Reading 



 
The Leopard’s Drum by Jessica Souhami 
 
Anna Hibiscus by Atinuke. 
 
(Autumn 1) 
The Day the Crayons Quit 
The Day the Crayons came Home by Drew Daywalt. 
 
No Dinner! By Jessica Souham. 

 
 continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode 

words until automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is 

fluent  

 read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the 

graphemes taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for 

graphemes  

 read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same 

graphemes as above  

 read words containing common suffixes  

 read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word  

 read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and 

blending, when they have been frequently encountered  

 read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, 

sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without 

undue hesitation  

 re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word 

reading. 

 

Comprehension 
 
develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:  

 listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of 

contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond 



that at which they can read independently  

 discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information 

are related  

 becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, 

fairy stories and traditional tales  

 being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different 

ways  

 recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry  

 discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to 

known vocabulary  

 discussing their favourite words and phrases  

 continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating 

these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the 

meaning clear  

understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and 

those that they listen to by:  

 drawing on what they already know or on background information and 

vocabulary provided by the teacher  

 checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting 

inaccurate reading  

 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  

 answering and asking questions  

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  

 participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are 



read to them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns 

and listening to what others say  

  explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other 

material, both those that they listen to and those that they read for 

themselves. 

 

Mathematics - Stand alone 
Place Value- numbers up to and including 100 
Addition and subtraction of one and two digit numbers. 
Measurement – length, mass and capacity 
Graphs 
Multiplication and division  
 
Incidental Maths  
Repeated patterns – see art 
 

Objectives 
Number – place value 
Count in steps of 2, 3 and 5 from 0 and in tens from any number, forward 
and backward. 
Recognise the place value of each digit in a two digit number (tens, ones) 
Identify, represent and estimate numbers to 100 using different 
representations including the number line. 
Compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use <, > and = signs.  
Use place value and number facts to solve problems.  
Read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and words. 
Number – addition and subtraction 
Recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and 
use related facts up to 100. 
Show that the addition of two numbers can be done in any order 
(commutative) and subtraction of one number from another cannot. 
Add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial 
representations, and mentally, including: a two digit number and ones; a 
two digit number and tens; two two digit numbers; adding three one digit 
numbers. 
Recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and 
subtraction and use this to check calculations and solve missing number 
problems. 
Solve problems with addition and subtraction: using concrete objects and 
pictorial representations, including those involving numbers, quantities and 
measures; applying their increasing 



Measurement: length and mass 
Choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and measure 
length/height in any direction (m/cm) and mass (kg/g) to the nearest 
appropriate unit, using rulers and scales. 
Compare and order length and mass and record the results using >, < and 
=. 
Graphs 
Interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and 
simple tables. 
Ask+ answer simple questions by counting the number of objects in each 
category and sorting the categories by quantity. 
Ask and answer questions about totalling and comparing categorical data 
Multiplication and Division 
Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 times 
tables, including recognising odd and even numbers. 
Calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division within 
the multiplication tables and write them using the multiplication (x), 
division (÷) and equals (=) sign. 
Solve problems involving multiplication and division, using materials, 
arrays, repeated addition, mental methods and multiplication and division 
facts, including problems in contexts. 
Show that the multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order 
(commutative) and division of one number by another cannot. 

Science 
 
Food chains – African food chain 
Animals habitats – Savannah, rainforest, desert, Mediterranean climate – 
comparison and animals that live there and why.  
 Animals including humans including – 

 Life cycle – meerkat 

 Life cycle – human (RSE link) 

 Adaptation of animals and why their environment needs to be 
protected. (PHSE link) 

Objectives 
explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, 
and things that have never been alive 
identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different 
kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other 
describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, 
using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different 
sources of food. 
identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, 



 including micro-habitats 
notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into 
adults 
find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, 
for survival (water, food and air) 
describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts 
of different types of food, and hygiene. 
identifying and classifying 

Art 
Martin Bulyina – Line drawings in the style of the artist.  
African sunset collage (linked to English instructional writing) 
Printing Adrinka patterns- using 2 different styles of print- final piece of 
work to be printed on fabric (linked to Maths and DT repeating patterns) 
Mask making (taught in the wonderful world topic) 
 

Objectives 
to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space (Martin Bulyina) 
To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products (mask 
making) 
 
Skills:  
Uses line and tone to represent things seen, remembered or observed. 
Selects, sorts, tears, cuts and stitches materials 
Explores and recreates patterns and textures with an extended range of 
materials.  
Experiments with and enjoys colour. 

DT 
 
Design and make an instrument. (link to music) 
Make African clay pots 
Apple of Eye – Cooking linked to Africa topic. 
Printing on cloth  

 Objectives 
Design: design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves 
and other users based on design criteria 
Make: select from and use a wide range of materials and components, 
including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their 
characteristics 
Evaluate: explore and evaluate a range of existing products 
Evaluate: evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria 
Cooking and Nutrition: use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet 
to prepare dishes 
Cooking and Nutrition: understand where food comes from 
 
Skills 



 Explain what they are making and which materials they are using. 
 Design products that have a clear purpose and an intended user. 
Use pictures and words to convey what they want to make. 
Make products, using a range of tools to cut, shape, join and finish. 
 Say what they like and don’t like about their product and explain why. 
 Talk about how closely their finished product meets their design criteria. 
Group foods into the five groups 
in The Eatwell Plate. 
Cut, grate or peel ingredients safely. 
Prepare simple dishes-safely and hygienically-without using a 
heat source. 
Measure or weigh using cups or electronic scales. 
Demonstrate a range of joining techniques such as gluing, taping or 
creating hinges. 
Cut materials safely using tools provided. 
Demonstrate a range of cutting and shaping techniques such as tearing, 
cutting, folding and curling. 
Explore objects and designs to identify likes and dislikes. 
Explore how products have been created. 

 

Geography 
 
Daily weather patterns from the UK and Kenya 
Map work – Labelling 
Comparison of Liverpool and a non-European country (Kenya) 
Comparison of the seasons and landscape of different countries within 
Africa. 

Objectives 
Locational knowledge: name and locate the world's seven continents and 
five oceans 
Place knowledge: understand geographical similarities and differences 
through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country 
Human and physical geography: identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
Geographical skills and fieldwork: use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
 



Skills: 
Recognise and record different types of land use and environments. 
Use and understand basic geographical vocabulary relating to human and 
physical geography. 
Name and locate world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans. 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of small are of the UK and contrasting Non-
European country. 
Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify countries, continents and 
oceans studied.  
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 

Music 
  
Continents song 
Listen to pieces of music and look at African instruments used within the 
piece.  
Body percussion and instruments to make own an African style piece of 
music.   
 
Singing – Christmas Play 

Objectives 
use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

 
Skills: 
To find their singing voice and use their voices confidently 

Sing a melody accurately at their own pitch 

Recognise phrase lengths and know when to breathe 

Sing songs expressively 

Sing with an awareness of other performers 

 
Explore different sound sources 

 

Computing 
E-safety - poster 
Make a power point fact file on African animals/habitats or facts.  
Research safely and effectively 
 

Objectives 
use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information 
private; identify where to go for help and support when they have 
concerns about content or contact on the internet or other online 
technologies 
use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and 
retrieve digital content 



 
Skills 
Explain why I need to keep my password and personal information private. 

Describe the things that happen online that I must tell an adult about. 

Talk about why I should go online for a short amount of time. 

Talk about why it is important to be kind and polite online and in real life. 

Know that not everyone is who they say they are on the Internet. 

Use technology to organise and present my ideas in different ways. 

Use the keyboard on my device to add, delete, capitalise using shift and 

space text for others to read. 

Tell you about an online tool that will help me to share my ideas with other 

people. 

Save and open files on the device I use. 

Tell you what a computer is and where we can find them. 

Tell you why I use technology in the classroom. 

Tell you why I use technology in my home and community. 

Starting to understand that other people have created the information use. 

Understand that not all the information I have found is of a good quality 

e.g. search results. 

Talk about the differences between the Internet and things in the physical 

world. 

Laptop skills 

Open an internet browser (such a Chrome) and use a web search. 

Save an image by right clicking and selecting Save As. 

Beginning to use the shift key to use capital letters and punctuation such as 

?,.!”” 



Close a program using the red x. 

Shut down a computer correctly using the windows menu. 

Tablet skills 

Open an internet browser app (such as Safari) and use a web search. 

Understand that an iPad does not need to be switched off at the end of 
each lesson unless instructed to do so. 

PE: - Stand alone in most cases 
Attack and defend 
African dance  
Movements to African music and sounds.  
 

Objectives 
master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and 
catching, as well as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin 
to apply these in a range of activities 
participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and 
defending 
perform dances using simple movement patterns 
 

 

R.E.- Stand alone follow Come and See programme 
 
 

 

P4C 
 
Where would you rather live: England or Africa? 
Giraffes can’t Dance 
The Mixed up Chameleon  
 

 

End of topic celebration 
Phase Learning Festival: 
 

Resources needed: 
Art resources TBS 



 
 
 

 


