
 

Topic: Wild Earth 
 

Term: Summer 
 

WOW Moment:  
Google expedition. Children to go on a virtual reality experience for a volcano. 

 

Additional creative hooks for the children: 
Trip to senior school who have done work on volcanic erruptions. Liverpool Acadamy.  

 

Whole class text:  
Escape from Pomeii – Christina Balit 

 
Parental Involvement Opportunities: 
 Through homework and social media 

English 
Adventure/mystery stories/Diaries 

Poetry (performance) 

Posters 

Debate on a familiar topic 

Instructions 

 

Diary 

Objectives 
Spellings 
Uses a range of prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them 

correctly 

Spells correctly a range of homophones 

Places the possessive apostrophe accurately 

Reads and writes some y3/y4 common exception words correctly 

Consistently spell correctly words taught in KS1 



Chn write a diary entry based on the character in ‘Escape from Pompeii’  

 

Newspaper report 

Write a newspaper report about what happened at Mount Vesuvius. 

 

Instructions 

Instructions on how to make a fabric volcano. 

 

Poetry 

Write poems about the earth’s extreme weather 

 

Posters 

How can children in earthquake-prone countries stay safe in 

earthquakes? Create safety posters and leaflets.   

 

Non –chronological reports 

Label  cross sections of volcanoes and use glossaries to find out the meanings of 

technical words 

Uses the first two or three letters of a word to check spellings in a dictionary 

Can write sentences the teacher says, spelling words I have been taught 

correctly and including the correct punctuation 

Handwriting 
Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 

Understands which letters are best left unjoined when next to each other 

Has increasingly legible and consistent quality handwriting 

Composition 
Plan their writing 

Discuss writing similar to what they are planning to write to help with structure, 

vocabulary and grammar 

Draft and write by composing and rehearsing sentences orally, building up to a 

varied vocabulary 

Uses an increasing range of sentence structure 

Organises paragraphs around a theme 

Creates settings, plots and characters in narrative and uses organisational 

devices in non-fiction 

Proof reads own and others work, suggesting and making improvements 

Vocab, grammar, punctuation 
Extends the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 

range of conjunctions 

Uses the present perfect form of verbs 

Chooses nouns or pronouns for clarity and cohesion 

Uses some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 

Uses some fronted adverbials remembering to use commas after them 

Shows possession by using the possessive apostrophe 

Uses and punctuates direct speech 

 
 

Reading 
 
Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit. 

Word Reading 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 

(etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both 

to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they 

meet  



 read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

 

Comprehension 

 develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what 

they read by:  

- listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  

- reading books that are structured in different ways and reading 

for a range of purposes  

- using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they 

have read  

- increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some 

of these orally 

- identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

- preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, 

showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and 

action  

- discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 

and imagination  

- recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free 

verse, narrative poetry]  

 understand what they read, in books they can read independently, 

by:  

- checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their 

understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context  

-  asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  



- drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence  

- predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

- identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 

and summarising these  

- identifying how language, structure, and presentation 

contribute to meaning  

 retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

 participate in discussion about both books that are read to them 

and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening 

to what others say. 

Mathematics - Stand alone 
Number: Fractions  

 

 

 

 

Measurement: Time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geometry: Properties of Shape 

 

 

 

Objectives 
Recognise and show, using diagrams, equivalent fractions with small 

denominators 

Compare and order unit fractions, and fractions with the same denominators 

Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator within one whole 

Solve problems that involve all of the above  

Tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using Roman numerals 

from I to XII and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks 

Estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest minute 

Record and compare time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours 

Use vocabulary such as o’clock, a.m/p.m, morning, afternoon, noon and midnight 

Know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each month, 

year and leap year 

Compare durations of events 

 

Recognise angles as a property of shape or a description of a turn 

Identify right angles, recognise that two right angles make a half-turn, three 

make three quarters of a turn and four a complete turn; identify whether 

angles are greater than or less than a right angle 

Identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular and parallel 



 
 
 
 

Measurement: Mass and Capacity 

Lines 

Draw 2D shapes and 3D shapes using modelling materials 

Recognise 3D shapes in different orientations and describe them 

 

Measure, compare, add and subtract; lengths (m/cm/mm); mass (kg/g); 

volume/capacity (l/ml) 

Science  
Forces and Magnets  

 

Objectives 
Compare how things move on different surfaces 

 

Notice that some forces need contact between two objects, but magnetic 

forces can act at a distance 

 

Observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials 

and not others 

 

Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of 

whether they are attracted to a magnet, and identify some magnetic materials 

 

Describe magnets as having two poles 

 

Predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on 

which poles are facing 
 

Art 
Find out about woodblock printing, then make pictures inspired by the 'Great 

Wave' print by Hokusai the Japanese artist. (Tsunami) Also look at his paintings 

of Mount Fuji. Use watercolour paints to re-create some of his paintings. 

 

Look at how volcanoes are portrayed in art. Compare a variety of paintings of 

volcanoes, thinking about the different uses of colour and the different styles 

of the artists.   Create their own volcano artwork in the style of English artist 

Nick Rowland. Chn to mix different colours and experiment with different 

techniques for creating an eruption effect. Chn can practise colour mixing, 

splattering, spray painting and blowing, using poster paints. Could be done on 

canvas.  

Objectives 
To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review 

and revisit ideas 

 

About great artists, architects and designers in history 

 

To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, 

painting and sculpture with a range of materials  

 
 

 



 

DT 
Design and make a fabric volcano (trapunto) 

 

Use Lego to prepare a Pompeii dig site. 

 Objectives 
Design: generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 

discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, 

prototypes, pattern pieces and computer-aided design 

 

Make: select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 

practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], accurately 

 

Evaluate: evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and 

consider the views of others to improve their work 
 

 

Geography 
What is the earth like beneath our feet? What is it made up of? Children can 

make their own models of the Earth so that when they were cut in to, you would 

be able to see the different layers.   

        

Start to learn about plate tectonics as well as where and how they cause 

earthquakes. How do children in earthquake-prone countries learn to stay safe 

in earthquakes. We could hold our own earthquake safety drills.  

 

Discover how tsunamis occur, and what happens when they reach the shore in 

populated areas. Children can make tsunamis using plastic bottles, gravel and 

water. The gravel represents the sea floor and then the beach. The water 

represents the ocean. They can use the palm of their hand to hit the bottle cap 

to generate a wave.  

 

Objectives 
Human and physical geography:  volcanoes and earthquakes 
 

 
 



Find out how volcanoes are formed and what happens when they erupt. Watch a 

video of a volcanic eruption.  

 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of volcanoes? Why do people live 

close to volcanoes? Mount Etna. Look at a live web cam.  

 

History 
Learn about the eruption of Vesuvius: a volcano in Italy, destroyed the town of 

Pompeii in 79AD. Look at pictures of the remains of the town, pictures of 

artefacts and read about what happened.  Has anyone visited the site? 

Teachers? Children? 

Objectives 
Use dates related to the passing of time.  

 

Use documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photographs, music, 

artefacts, historic buildings/sites, visits to museums or galleries.  

 

Music 
Charanga 

 

 

Children to compose music related to a volcanic eruption 

 

Objectives 
Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of music 

 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 

musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

Computing 
Research Pompeii – cross-curricular link 

Branching databases 

Simulations 

Graphing 

 

Objectives 
Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a 

range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and 

content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating 

and presenting data and information 

 

Design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including 

controlling or simulating physical systems; solve problems by decomposing them 

into smaller parts 
 

PE: - Stand alone 
Dance  

Children creating dances around volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis.  

Cross-curricular link to music. 

 

 

Objectives 
Perform dances using a range of movement patterns 

 

Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement 

to achieve their personal best 

 



Cricket and Orienteering  Play competitive games, modified where appropriate 

 

Take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and 

within a team 

 

R.E.- Stand alone follow Come and See programme 
Energy  
Choices 
Special places 
P4C 
Should countries help other countries who are in need? 

 

End of topic celebration 
Phase Learning Festival: Inter class exploding volcano competition appraise volcanoes from other classes. 

 


