
 

 Topic: Romans 

 

Term: Summer   

 

WOW Moment:   

Visit to Chester, Roman soldier day . 

 

Additional creative hooks for the children:  

Roman day carousel of activities around the classes – Latin, role play how Rome got its name (linking to story writing in next lesson), research and 

art activity.  

 

 

Whole class text:  

Thieves of Ostia by Caroline Lawrence. 
Parental Involvement Opportunities: Home learning project to be presented to the year group. Children can decide the content and way to 

present their information.  

  

English 

Debate about which settlement is best. Comparison of settlements 

using comparative conjunctions.  

 

Diary and letter writing – point of view of a Roman gladiator/ soldier  

Biography – Julius Caesar  

Non chronological report – reasons for invasion  

Persuasive argument – who was a better leader Caesar or Claudius?   

Children will write and deliver speeches as either Caesar or Claudius 

persuading the Roman citizens why they are the greatest leader. 

Children will vote for their chosen leader.  

Role play to retell the story of Boudicca and newspaper reports relating 

to Boudicca and her attempts to halt invasion.  

Objectives 

Spellings 

Consistently uses prefixes and suffixes, understanding how to add them 

Spells a wider range of homophones 

Uses apostrophes correctly in regular and irregular plurals 

Reads and writes all y3/y4 common exception words correctly 

Uses the first two or three letters of a word to check spellings in a 

dictionary 

Can write sentences the teacher says, spelling words I have been taught 

correctly and including the correct punctuation 

 

 

Handwriting 



Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 

Understands which letters are best left un joined when next to each 

other 

Has increasingly legible and consistent quality handwriting 

Composition 

Plan their writing 

Discuss writing similar to what they are planning to write to help with 

structure, vocabulary and grammar 

Draft and write by composing and rehearsing sentences orally, building 

up to a varied vocabulary 

Uses an increasing range of sentence structure 

Organises paragraphs around a theme 

Creates settings, plots and characters in narrative and uses 

organisational devices in non-fiction 

Proof reads own and others work, suggesting and making improvements 

Vocab, grammar, punctuation 

Extends the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a 

wider range of conjunctions consistently 

Uses the present perfect form of verbs 

Chooses nouns or pronouns for clarity and cohesion 

Uses some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and 

cause 

Uses some fronted adverbials remembering to use commas after them 

Shows possession by using the possessive apostrophe 

Uses and punctuates direct speech 

Reading 

 

The Quest Trilogy  
 

Thieves of Ostia by Caroline Lawrence. 

Word Reading 
 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 

(etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both 

to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they 

meet  



 read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

 

Comprehension 

 develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what 

they read by:  

- listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  

- reading books that are structured in different ways and reading 

for a range of purposes  

- using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they 

have read  

- increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some 

of these orally 

- identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

- preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, 

showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and 

action  

- discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 

and imagination  

- recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free 

verse, narrative poetry]  

 understand what they read, in books they can read independently, 

by:  

- checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their 

understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context  

-  asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  



- drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence  

- predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

- identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 

and summarising these  

- identifying how language, structure, and presentation 

contribute to meaning  

 retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

 participate in discussion about both books that are read to them 

and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening 

to what others say. 

Mathematics - Stand alone 

Number: Decimals  

Measurement: Money 

Measurement: Time 

Statistics  

Geometry: Properties of Shape 

Geometry: Position and Direction 

Objectives 

Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to two 

decimal places 

Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number 

Recognise and write decimal equivalents to a quarter, a half and three-

quarters  

Find the effect of dividing a one or two digit number by 10 or 100, 

identifying the value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and 

hundredths 

 

Estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including money in 

pounds and pence 

Solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and 

decimals to two decimal places 

 

Convert between different units of measure, kilometre; hour to minute 

Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24 

hour clocks 



Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to 

seconds; years to months; weeks to days 

Interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate 

graphical methods, including bar charts and time graphs 

Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information 

presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs 

 

Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to 

two right angles by size 

Compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and 

triangles, based on their properties and sizes 

Identify lines of symmetry in 2D shapes presented in different 

orientations 

 

Describe positions on a grid as co-ordinates in the first quadrant 

Plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon 

Describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to 

the left/right and up/down 

 

 

Science 

Electricity 

Objectives 

Identify common appliances that run on electricity 

 

Construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its 

basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers 

 

Identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based 

on whether or not the lamp is part of a complete loop with a battery 

 

Recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this 

with whether or not a lamp lights in a simple series circuit 

 



Recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate metals 

with being good conductors 

 

Art 

Invaders battle scenes: Children will create images using a range of 

media to depict a Roman battle scene. They will use appropriate colour 

to express the mood of the scene. 

Objectives 

To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to 

review and revisit ideas 

 

To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials  

 

DT 

AOME linking to the Romans  

 

 Objectives 

Cooking and Nutrition: understand and apply the principles of a healthy 

and varied diet 

 

Cooking and Nutrition: prepare and cook a variety of predominantly 

savoury dishes using a range of cooking techniques 

 

Cooking and Nutrition: understand seasonality, and know where and how 

a variety of ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processed 

 

Geography 

Settlements – make a Celt settlement and a Roman settlement and look 

at the changes. Label using cocktail flags and possible links to trading.  

Link to writing comparisons and debates about which settlement was 

better and why.  

 

Map the countries invaded by the Romans. Look at how the Romans 

invaded Great Britain and plot the route taken on a map.  

 

Locating Rome and comparing to other areas studied. Estimate distance 

between Rome and other cities/countries looked at –maths link.  

Objectives 

Human and physical geography: types of settlement and land use, 

economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: use fieldwork to observe, measure, 

record and present the human and physical features in the local area 

using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 

digital technologies 

 

History Objectives 



Why did the Romans invade? Study the reasons why the Romans tried 

so hard to invade Great Britain. Look at the resources they wanted and 

why they were desired.   

 

Study the unsuccessful attempts at invasion and why they were 

unsuccessful. Compare to the successful invasion. Look at the length of 

time that passed between attempts. Link to speech writing and delivery 

in English.  

 

Life of a gladiator – letter writing, studying the weapons used, animals 

fought ad training regime.  

 

Life of Roman soldier – weapons used and training regime , daily life and 

battle formations , clothing and military rankings  

 

Study the life of rich and poor Romans and compare and contrast these. 

Link to diary writing in English  

Study the leadership of Boudicca and the reasons behind her attempts 

to halt invasion.  

 

Timeline –where do the Romans fit into history? How long was the 

Roman empire active for?  

 

How and why did the Roman empire decline? 

  

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

 

 

 

Music 

Wider opps –guitar or ukulele  

Objectives 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 

playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 

and expression 

 

Use and understand staff and other musical notations 

Computing Objectives 



Online safety week  

 

 

 

Design a Roman settlement using a design programme on laptops 

Children to record and evaluate speeches uses Ipads.  

 

Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 

acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report 

concerns about content and contact 

 

 

PE: - Stand alone 

Tennis Summer 1 

Cricket and Orienteering Summer 2 

Athletics and sports days  

 

Objectives 

Play competitive games, modified where appropriate 

 

Take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both 

individually and within a team 

 

Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance 

 

R.E.- Stand alone follow Come and See programme 

New Life 

Building Bridges 

God’s people 

Other faiths week 

P4C 

Gender identity lesson linking to stories which raise issues and dilemmas. (Bills new frock)  

 

End of topic celebration 

Roman day  

 


