
History 
Year 1 Year 2 Year3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

End of Key Stage Changes within living memory 

Events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally 

Compare lives of significant individuals  

Significant historical events, people and 

places in their own locality  

 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

Local history study 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

The achievements of the earliest civilizations 

Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the kingdom of England to the time of Edward 

confessor 

Study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 

Topic Then and now 

 

Historical Heroes Pre-Historic 

Britain 

Ancient Civilisations Anglo Saxons and 

Vikings 

WW11 

Chronological Understanding Sequence events or objects in chronological order 

using sequential pictures and timelines 

 

Use words and phrases such as: now, yesterday, last 

week, when I was younger, before I was born, when 

my parents were young, a long time ago 

Use dates related to 

the passing of time 

 

Place the dates and 

events from the 

time studied on a 

timeline 

 

Place historical 

events on a timeline 

 

Sequence events or 

artefacts 

Place events from the 

periods studied on a time 

line  

Order significant events 

and dates on a timeline 

Describe the main changes 

in a period of  history  

Understand a timeline can 

be divided into BC and AD  

Place current study on time 

line in relation to other 

studies 

Know and sequence key 

events and time studied 

Describe the main changes 

in a period of history 

Use relevant terms and 

periods 

Make comparisons between 

different times in history  

Place current study 

on time line in 

relation to other 

studies  

Understand how 

some historical 

events occurred 

concurrently in 

different locations 

Identify and compare 

changes within and 

across different 

periods 

Use relevant dates 

and terms to order 

significant events, 

Describe things that 

happened to themselves 

or other people in the 

past 

 

Use timeline to place 

important events 

 

 

 

 

 



 movements and dates 

on a timeline 

Historical Enquiry Identify different ways in which the past is 

represented   

Use documents 

,printed sources, the 

internet, pictures, 

photographs, music, 

artefacts, historic 

buildings/sites, 

visits to museums or 

galleries 

 

Ask questions and 

find answers about 

the past  

Use documents, printed 

sources, the internet, 

pictures, photographs, 

music, artefacts, historic 

buildings/sites, visits to 

museums or galleries  to 

collect evidence about the 

past 

 

Ask questions and find 

answers about the past 

with a focus on similarities 

and differences 

Use documents, printed 

sources, the internet, 

pictures, photographs, 

music, artefacts, historic 

buildings/sites, visits to 

museums or galleries to 

collect evidence about the 

past. Begin to look at 

primary and secondary 

sources 

 

Use documents, 

printed sources, the 

internet, pictures, 

photographs, music, 

artefacts, historic 

buildings/sites, visits 

to museums or 

galleries to collect 

evidence about the 

past. Recognise 

primary and 

secondary sources.  

 

Sort artefacts or photos 

into “then” and “now” ( 

use as wide a range of 

sources as possible)  

Explore artefacts and 

events, look at pictures 

and ask which are old 

and which are new?  

What were the people 

doing?  What were they 

used for? Etc.   and 

answer questions related 

to different sources and 

objects  (speaking and 

listening links) 

 

 

Ask questions about the 

past and answer using a 

wide range of resources 

to support them  

Historical Interpretation Begin to identify 

different ways to 

represent the past. 

(photos ,stories ,adults 

talking about the past , 

websites ,books, videos 

and artefacts) 

Look at and use books, 

pictures, eyes witness 

accounts , photographs , 

artefacts, historic 

buildings or historical 

sites, museums, 

galleries and the 

internet to find out 

about the past 

Identify and give 

reasons for 

different ways in 

which the past is 

represented 

Look at different 

representations of 

the past 

Explore the idea that there 

are different accounts of 

history 

 

Look at the evidence 

available and begin to 

evaluate its usefulness  

 

Compare accounts of events 

from different sources and 

give reasons why there may 

be different accounts of 

history 

Evaluate evidence to choose 

the most reliable forms 

 

Understand that 

some evidence from 

the past is 

propaganda, opinion 

or misinformation 

and that this affects 

interpretations of 

history 



Evaluate evidence to 

choose the most 

reliable forms 

Know that people 

both in the past have 

a point of view and 

that this can affect 

interpretation 

Give clear reasons 

why there may be 

different accounts 

of history, linking 

this to factual 

understanding of the 

past 

 

Historical Knowledge Recall some facts about 

people/events before 

living memory 

Explore why people may 

have acted the way they 

did 

 

Use information to 

describe the past 

 

Describe the 

differences between 

then and now 

 

Recount the main events 

form a significant event 

in history 

 

Look at evidence to give 

and explain reasons why 

people In the past may 

have acted in the way 

they did 

Use evidence to find 

out about everyday  

lives of people or 

important events  in 

the time studied and 

compare with today 

 

Use evidence to describe 

what was important to 

people from the past 

Use evidence to show how 

the live of rich and poor 

people from the past 

differed 

Describe similarities and 

differences between 

people, events and 

artefacts studied 

Describe how some of the 

things studied from the 

Choose reliable sources of 

information to find out 

about the past 

Give own reasons why 

changes may have occurred, 

backed up by evidence 

Describe similarities and 

differences between 

people, events and 

artefacts studied  

Describe how historical 

events studied 

affect/influence life today 

Choose reliable 

sources of 

information to find 

out about the past 

Give own reasons why 

changes may have 

occurred - backed up 

by evidence 

Describe similarities 

and differences 

between people, 

events and artefacts 

studied  



past affects/ influence life 

today 

 

 

Make links between some of 

the features of past 

societies ( for example , 

houses, religion, society , 

technology)  

Describe how 

historical events 

studied 

affect/influence life 

today 

Make links between 

some of the features 

of past societies ( 

for example, houses, 

religion, society, 

technology)  

Find out about 

beliefs, behaviour 

and characteristics 

of people, recognising 

that not everyone 

shares the same view 

and opinions 

 

Organisation and communication Time lines / sequential 

pictures  (sort into then 

and now and use 

timelines to order 

events)  

Drama/role play( tell 

stories about the past)  

Writing  

Drawing (  Talk, write 

and draw about things 

from the past)  

Describe objects, 

people or events in 

history 

Use timelines to order 

events, objects or place 

significant people 

 

 

 

Describe objects, 

people or events in 

history 

Use timelines to 

order events, 

objects or place 

significant people 

Communicate ideas 

about the past using 

different genres of 

writing , drawing,  

diagrams, data 

handling, drama, role 

Research and describe objects, people or events in history 

Use timelines to order events, objects or place significant people 

Communicate ideas about the past using different genres of writing, drawing, 

diagrams, data handling, drama, role play, storytelling and using ICT 

Plan and present a self-directed project or research about the studied period 

Select and organise information to produce structured work making appropriate 

use of dates and terms (Year 6) 

 



play, storytelling and 

using ICT 

Vocabulary Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A long time 

ago 

Now 

Last week 

Last year 

Then 

Weeks 

X years ago 

Years 

Yesterday 

 

Change 

Museum 

Parliament 

Similar and 

different 

Treason 

King 

Queen 

Parliament 

 

Autumn 
Climate 
Drought 
Flood 
Forecast 
Seasons 
Seasonal 
Spring 
Summer 
Winter 
 
Beach 
Cliff 
Coast 
Environment 
Equator 
Forest 
Hill 
Landmarks 
Mountain 
Ocean 
River 
Sea 
Soil 
 
South Pole 
North 
South 
East  
West 
 
United 
Kingdom 

City 
Factory 
Farm 
Harbour 
House 
Office 
Port 
Town 
Village 
Continent 
Country 
Globe 
Island 
Land 
Map 
Next to, 
far, behind, 
near, 
under, left, 
right, 
forwards, 
backwards, 
distance 

AD, BC 

Chronological 

Period 

Sequence 

Hunter-gatherer 

Invader 

Settler 

Bronze age 

Iron age 

Stone age 

 

Ancient 

Enemy 

Primary source 

Secondary source 

Settlement 

Trade 

war 

 

 

After 

common era, 

before 

common era 

(ACE, BCE) 

AD, BC 

Centuries  

Chronological 

chronology  

decades 

duration 

period 

sequence 

Ancient Egypt 

Ancient 

Greece 

Roman 

Empire 

Ancient 

Cause and 

consequences 

Civilisation 

Conflict 

Conquest 

Continuity 

and change 

Diversity 

Emigration 

Empire 

Enemy 

Evidence 

Famine 

Immigration 

Invasion 

 

Archaeologist 

Emperor 

God / 

Goddess 

Invader 

Military 

Parliament 

Settler 

 

Power 

Primary 

source 

Rebellion 

Resistance 

Revolt 

Romanisation 

(of Britain) 

Ruler 

Secondary 

source 

Settlement 

Significance 

Similarity and 

difference 

Trade 

War 

 

 

Retail 

Characteristics 

AD, BC 

Chronological 

Chronology 

Decades 

Duration 

Period 

Sequence 

 

Anglo-saxons 

Vikings 

 

 

Archaeologist 

Emperor 

General 

God / 

Goddess 

Hunter – 

gatherer 

Invader 

Military 

Monk 

Nobility 

Nun 

Parliament 

Settler 

 

WW11 

Winston Churchill 

Adolf Hitler 

Anderson shelter 

Air raid shelter 

Propaganda 

Nazi 

Prime Minister 

Siren 

Gas mask 

Invaded 

D-Day 

Concentration camps 

Air raid 

Allies 

Axis 

Prison 

Army 

Was 

Bomb 

Blitz 

Soldier 

Evacuee 

Spitfire  Luftwaffe 

Ration book 

Battle of Britain 



 


