
 

Topic: Rainforest 
 

Term: Autumn 
 

WOW Moment:  
Rainforest Roadshow   

Chester zoo – Animals and habitats 

 

Additional creative hooks for the children: 
Pop up book (DT) linked to the Rainforest with a target audience of Reception children 

 

Whole class text:   
The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 

 

Parental Involvement Opportunities: 
Learning festival 

English 
Linked to Geography/ science 
Setting description - rainforest 

Diary entry – life in a tribe  

Diary entry – day of crash 

Recount of Chester Zoo 

Film narrative 

Rainforest layers – Mark Cohen 

Objectives 
Spellings 
Use more complex prefixes and suffixes and understands how to add them 

Spell some words with silent letters 

Continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often 

confused 

Recognises that some words need to be learnt specifically 

Consistently spells words taught in year 3 and 4 

Begins to read and spell words from the y5 and 6 list 

Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 

Use a thesaurus 

 

Handwriting 
Writes legibly, fluently and with increasing speed 

Chooses the shape of a letter to use when given choices 



Chooses the writing implement that is best suited for a task 

Composition 
Plans writing by identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing 

Selects appropriate form by using similar writing as models for their own 

Makes notes of initial ideas, drawing on reading and research when necessary 

Considers how authors develop characters and settings 

Selects appropriate grammar and vocabulary to enhance meaning 

Describes settings, characters, and atmosphere and integrates dialogue to 

convey character and action 

Uses a wide range of organisational features in non-fiction writing 

Proof reads own and others work, suggesting and making improvements 

Vocab, grammar, punctuation 
Recognises vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech 

and writing 

Uses passive verbs to affect the presentation of a sentence 

Uses the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 

Uses expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 

Uses modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

Uses relative clauses beginning with who, which , where, when, whose, that 

Uses commas to clarify meaning 

Uses brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 

Uses semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between independent 

clauses 

Use a colon to introduce a list 
 

Reading 
 
The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 

 

Word reading 
 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 

(morphology and etymology) both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words that they meet. 

 

Comprehension 

 maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they 

read by:  



- continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, 

poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

- reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a 

range of purposes  

- increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including 

myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from 

our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions 

- recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving 

reasons for their choices  

- identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a 

wide range of writing  

- making comparisons within and across books  

- learning a wider range of poetry by heart  

- preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the 

meaning is clear to an audience  

 understand what they read by:  

- checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their 

understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 

- asking questions to improve their understanding  

- drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts 

and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence  

- predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

- summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, 

identifying key details that support the main ideas  

- identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to 

meaning  

 discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative 

language, considering the impact on the reader  

 distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 



 retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

 participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those 

they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 

challenging views courteously 

 explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including 

through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the 

topic and using notes where necessary provide reasoned justifications for 

their views. 

Mathematics - Stand alone 
Number: Place Value 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number: Addition and Subtraction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statistics 

Data linked to the Water Cycle and rainfall/humidity in the Rainforest 

 

 

Number: Multiplication and Division 

Objectives 
Read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1000000 and determine the 

value of each digit 

Count forwards or backwards in steps of powers of 10 for any given number up 

to 1000000 

Interpret negative numbers in context, count forwards and backwards with 

positive and negative whole numbers including through zero 

Round any number up to 1000000 to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10000, 100000 

Solve number problems and practical problems that involve all of the above 

Read Roman numerals to 1000 (M) and recognise years written in Roman 

numerals 

 

Add and subtract numbers mentally with increasingly large numbers 

Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits, including using formal 

written methods (columnar addition and subtraction) Use rounding to check 

answers to calculations to determine, in the context of a problem, levels of 

accuracy 

Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which 

operation and methods to use and why 

 

Solve comparison, sum and different problems using information presented in a 

line graph 

Complete, read and interpret information in tables including timetables 

 

Multiply and divide numbers mentally drawing upon known facts 

Multiply and divide whole numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measurement: Perimeter and Area 

 

 

Identify multiples and factors, including finding all factor pairs of a number and 

common factors of two numbers 

Recognise and use square numbers and cube numbers and the notation 

Solve problems involving multiplication and division including using their 

knowledge of factors and multiples, squares and cubes 

Know and use the vocabulary of prime numbers, prime factors and composite 

(non-prime) numbers 

Establish whether a number up to 100 is prime and recall prime numbers up to 

19 

 

Measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes in cm and 

m 

Calculate and compare the area of rectangles (including squares), and including 

using standard units and estimate the area of irregular shapes 
 
 

Science 
Living Things and their habitats 

Can you describe the differences between the life cycles of a mammal, an 

amphibian, an insect and a bird? 

label the parts of a flower and describe it’s life cycle 

Plan a science investigation – life cycle of a bean. 

Research a well-known naturalist 

Plan and design an information leaflet about Jane Goodall 

 

 

Pupils should study and raise questions about their local environment throughout 

the year. They should observe life-cycle changes in a variety of living things, for 

example, plants in the vegetable garden or flower border, and animals in the 

local environment 

 

They should find out about the work of naturalists and animal behaviourists, for 

example, David Attenborough and Jane Goodall 

 

Pupils might work scientifically by: observing and comparing the life cycles of 

plants and animals in their local environment with other plants and animals 

Objectives 
Describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect 

and a bird 

Describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scientific enquiry to be taught across all units of work. 



around the world (in the rainforest, in the oceans, in desert areas and in 

prehistoric times), asking pertinent questions and suggesting reasons for 

similarities and differences. They might try to grow new plants from different 

parts of the parent plant, for example, seeds, stem and root cuttings, tubers, 

bulbs. They might observe changes in an animal over a period of time (for 

example, by hatching and rearing chicks), comparing how different animals 

reproduce and grow 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Art 
Study of Henri Rousseau –art work based on his work. 

 

Create a range of moods in their paintings 

Express their emotion accurately through their paintings and sketches 

Keep notes in their sketch books as to how they might develop their work 

further 

Use their sketch books to compare and discuss ideas with others 

 

Objectives 
Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting 

and sculpture with a range of materials 

 
About great artists, architects and designers in history 
 

 

DT 
Designing a pop-up book for KS1, based on the Rainforest 

 

Research pop-up designs/mechanisms 

 

Design Rainforest pop-up book, mechanisms 

 

Create Rainforest pop- up book 

 

Evaluate linking with Reception children 

 

 

 Objectives 
Design: use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of 

innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at 

particular individuals or groups 

 

Make: select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including 

construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their functional 

properties and aesthetic qualities 

 

Evaluate: investigate and analyse a range of existing products 

 

Evaluate: evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and 

consider the views of others to improve their work 

 

Technical knowledge: apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen 

and reinforce more complex structures 



 

 

Technical knowledge: understand and use mechanical systems in their products  

 

 

Geography 

Plan a journey to a place in another part of the world, taking into account 

distance and time 

Collect information about a place and use it in a report 

Find answers to their own geographical questions 

Work out an accurate itinerary detailing a journey to another part of the world 

 

Identify and label the 4 layers/strata of a rainforest 

Identify and label the 4 layers of a rainforest 

Use secondary sources to gather information 

 

 

Understand and explain what deforestation is 

Understand and describe the reasons for the destruction of the Rainforest 

To begin to understand the impacts deforestation can have both on the 

immediate environment and the wider world.  NB: opportunity to debate and 

write an explanation text on this topic further in English 

 

Study of Fair trade products coming out of the Rainforest 

Objectives 
Locational knowledge: locate the world's countries, using maps to focus on 

Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 

Locational knowledge: identify the position and significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

 

Place knowledge: understand geographical similarities and differences through 

the study of human and physical geography of a region within North or South 

America 

 

Human and physical geography: the water cycle 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork: use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

 

Music 
 Rhythmicity – drumming  

 

Compose music which meets specific criteria 

Maintain my part whilst others are performing theirs 

Improvise within a group using melodic and rhythmic phrase 

Change sound or organise them differently to change their effect 

 

Objectives 
Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 

dimensions of music 

 

Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 

Computing 
E-safety 

Objectives 



 

We are bloggers 

We are web developers 

 

Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 

acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns 

about content and contact 

 
 

PE: - Stand alone 
South American dance 

 
Invasion Games (bench ball) building to intra school competition 

 

 

Indoor athletics building to inter/intra school competition 

 

Gymnastics 
 

Objectives 
Perform dances using a range of movement patterns 

 

Play competitive games, modified where appropriate [for example, badminton, 

basketball, cricket, football, hockey, netball, rounders and tennis], and apply 

basic principles suitable for attacking and defending 
 

 

Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance 

R.E.- Stand alone follow Come and See programme 
Ourselves 

Life Choices 

Judaism 

Hope 
P4C 
De-forestation  
End of topic celebration 
Phase Learning Festival: Embracing the Rainforest 

 
 


